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A Note from the 
Principal...  
 

Dear Parent/Guardians,  
During the month of February, we will be preparing to 
celebrate Read Across America and Dr. Seuss’ birthday. 
Read Across America is a nationwide reading celebration that takes 
place annually on March 2nd, Dr. Seuss’ birthday. Theodor Seuss Geisel 
was an American writer and illustrator best known for authoring 
popular children’s books under the pen name of Dr. Seuss. Did you 
know that Dr. Seuss would be 114 this year?  While he is no longer with 
us, his legacy lives on in the pages of his books.  

Dr. Seuss had written and illustrated over 60 books during his career.  
His first book, And to Think That I Saw it on Mulberry Street was published 
in 1937. Other favorites include such books as Horton Hears a Who!, 
Happy Birthday to You!, The Cat in the Hat, One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue 
Fish, Green Eggs and Ham, The Lorax, and one of my favorites, Oh, the Places 
You’ll Go. Dr. Seuss’s books have been translated into more than fifteen 
languages and his works have provided the source for eleven children’s 
television specials, a Broadway musical, and a feature-length motion 
picture.  

In preparation of March 2nd, the teachers are working on activities to 
promote reading during the month of February, with a culminating 
celebration in honor of Dr. Seuss’ birthday/NEA Read Across America.  
Please help us by encouraging your child to spend time reading at home.  
Try choosing your favorite Dr. Seuss book!

Reading as a family is always an enjoyable experience and reading aloud 
to your child is the number one suggestion from 
reading experts across the country. Reading aloud 
to your child, particularly in an e n g a g i n g m a n n e r , 
promotes literacy and language development, improves 
reading ability, and perhaps m o s t i m p o r t a n t l y , 
fosters the love of books and reading.  Reading aloud 
to your child requires only a b o o k a n d y o u r 
willingness to spend a little quality time with your 
child. While the sacrifices are few, the benefits are 
many.  Your child will learn to read better, think better, 
imagine more richly, and become a passionate and lifelong reader.  So 
take time with your child and share the enjoyment of a good book. 

Once again, I thank you for your continuous support in helping us to 
build a caring and supportive school community. Our partnership makes 
a world of difference!

Sincerely,  
Cathy G. Colella, 

  
Principal

FEBRUARY DATES  
TO REMEMBER  

2/5 Board of Education Meeting/Business, 7:00 pm

2/6 Dental Hygiene Program

2/13 CAS Elementary Arts Celebration

2/14 Jump-Rope-for-Heart

2/14 PTO Meeting, 6:30 PM

2/16 Pre K-5 Regional PTO Dance, 6:00 PM, Shepaug

2/19-20 February Break - School Closed

2/24 Minds in Motion at Shepaug, 12:00 PM

2/26 Board of Education Meeting/Education, 7:00 PM

3/2 Talent Show Performance, 6:30

3/14 PTO Meeting, 6:30

You're never too old, too wacky, too wild, 
To pick up a book and read with a child. 

You're never too busy, too cool, or too hot,  
To pick up a book and share what you've got. 

In schools and communities,  
Let's gather around, 
Let's pick up a book, 
Let's pass it around. 

There are kids all around you, 
Kids who will need  
Someone to hug,  
Someone to read. 

Come join us March 3rd 
Your own special way 

And make this America's 
Read to Kids Day. 

©Anita Merina 



Kindergarten Registration:
Children turning five years of age 
on or before January 1, 2019, are 
eligible for Kindergarten. If you 
know anyone who might have 
missed this event, please contact 
our school’s secretary, Laura 
Horrigan at the Booth Free School 
office at 860-354-9391. 

Cold Weather Reminders 
As the cold weather is upon us, the staff 
and I wish to remind everyone 
about the need for jackets, 
mittens, and hats.  Unless it 
is too wet, the students 
will go out at recess.  When 
the snow arrives, students 
will also need snow pants and 
boots so that they can enjoy 
the snowy outdoors.

Grade 3: 

Reader’s Workshop

We have started the New Year with a 
Bang! Our Nonfiction Unit is well 
underway. In Reader’s Workshop, 
students have been 
work ing hard to 
identify the main 
idea and details of a 
text, hold productive 
conversations, and 
analyze an author’s 
perspective. They 
are then applying those skills in their 
own writing as they step into the shoes 

o f “ e x p e r t 
w r i t e r s , ” 
c r e a t i n g a 
chapter book 
on a topic of 
their choice. 

Grade 1:  
The Bosses of Reading 

First Graders have taken on a big 
job lately. They have become bosses!  
Of their reading that is! They have 
been taking responsibility for what 
to do when they come across hard 
words in their reading. They have 
been practicing using all of the 
strategies they’ve learned so far, 
when they run into trouble. First 
graders have also been using their 
reading partners to help remind 
them to use some of the strategies 
they forget. 



Student Council is 
selling flowers for 

Valentine's day! 
S p r e a d 
some joy 
a n d 

kindness on February 
14th  by purchasing a 
flower to give to a friend, 
teacher, or family member. 
Both carnations and roses 
are available for purchase this 
year. All proceeds from the 
flower sale will go toward new 

equipment for the 
playground. Place 
your orders with Mrs. 
Testani by  Wednesday, 

February 7, to ensure that 
your flowers are reserved 

f o r Valentine's Day! 

Studen
t 

Counci
l


News


Visit Our Website! 
 
O u r w e b a d d r e s s i s 
www.region-12.org. Once you 
are at the district’s home 
page you can visit Booth Free 
School’s website. The staff 
will be adding information 
regularly. Please use it as an 
additional resource for information gathering. 

             Grade 5: 
             Adding and 
           Subtracting 
           Fractions

Adding and subtracting fractions have been 
the focus in math for fifth graders. Students 
have been solving word problems that have 
multiple steps and a variety of denominators, 
requiring the conversion of all fractions to 
numbers with a common denominator. As we 
prepare to move to more complicated 
problems, such as multiplication and division 
of fractions, students have created their own 
multi-step word problems using fractions. 
Fifth graders were also required 
to create an answer key, just 
as a real math program would 
do. See if you can solve the 
problem they created below!

Tim bought 3 bags of gummy bears. His 
brother stole 2 1/3 bags  of the bears, Tim ate 
1/4 bag, and he gave some to his sister. If Tim 
now has 1/6 bag of gummy bears left, how 
many bags of gummy bears did give to his 
sister?

BFS Student Council Presents: 

Valentine’s Flower Sale 

Brighten the day of a friend, family member, or teacher 

by ordering them a flower for Valentine’s Day! 

 

 

Assorted Carnations $1 Red Roses $3 

 
Flowers can only be guaranteed if ordered in advance. Please complete 

the order form below and return to Mrs. Testani by Wednesday, February 

7th to guarantee your flowers will be ready for delivery on February 14th. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Valentine’s Day Flower Sale Order Form 2018 

 

Student Name: Grade: 

Flower Type 
Price per 

Flower 
Quantity  Total Cost 

Carnations  $1 

[6 for $5] 

  $ 

Roses  $3    $ 

TOTAL  $ 

 

Please make checks payable to: 

BFS Activity Fund 

 

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


Flu Season is Here!!  
Flu viruses are thought to spread mainly from person to person through droplets made 
when people with flu cough, sneeze, or talk.  Flu viruses also may spread when people 
touch something with the flu virus on it and then touch their mouth, eyes, or nose. 
People infected with flu may be able to infect others beginning 1 day before symptoms 
develop and up to 5-7 days after becoming sick. 

CDC recommends a three-step approach to fighting flu:

1. Get a flu vaccination each year
2. Call your doctor if you get the flu, there are prescription antiviral drugs that can 

treat your illness and might be recommended for you
3. Practice everyday preventive actions to prevent the flu like:

• Avoid contact with sick people
• Stay home for 24 hours after a fever is gone 
• While sick, avoid contact with others
• Practice good cough and sneeze hygiene
• Wash hands often with soap and water
• Avoid touching eyes, nose, mouth
• Clean and disinfect contaminated surfaces
• If an outbreak of flu, follow public health advice

There is more information on fighting the flu on the Region 12 School Nurse Website 
under “Important facts and information”.

Notes and News from the Nurse...

 Principal’s Weekly Schedule

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

A.M.
  Booth Free

A.M.
Burnham

A.M.
Booth Free

A.M.
Booth Free

A.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Booth Free

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Booth Free



 

Words from the 

Library 


from Mrs. Sass


February is a great month to fall in love with reading! To help with that, and inspired by the 
winter Olympics taking place in Pyeong Chang, South Korea 

this month, we will be having our own Reading Olympics 
here at BFS. All grades will be encouraged to read as 
much as possible during the month and keep track of it. 
Time spent reading independently or together as a family 
will count.


Everyone will receive a reading “passport” (journal) to record how much time is spent reading 
outside of school. Parents/ guardians will be asked to help 
their child record in the journal if needed, and verify how 
much time was spent reading by signing it. When a student 
has read for a total of one hour, he/she should bring the 
“passport” into the library to be stamped. By the end of 
the month, the top three students in each grade who have 
read the most will be awarded Olympic Reading medals. 


Help your child discover the joy of reading by spending time sharing a good book together, or by 
encouraging quiet time for reading independently. It can be fiction, or nonfiction to learn more 
about the Olympics, different countries of the world, planets or the weather, dinosaurs or 
sharks, race cars or favorite sports…whatever peaks their interest and curiosity. 


Let the games begin…and happy reading!


 
 “Reading is a discount ticket to everywhere.”

Mary Schmich



Snow Fun at 
Booth Free 

School!



  

Parents are our partners in 
the impor tant job of 

e d u c a t i n g a l l o u r 
children. I urge 

you to attend and 
support the PTO, become a 

member, volunteer, and take 
p a r t i n helping your child to grow 
academically. PTO meetings will be held 
each month at 6:30 p.m. The next 
scheduled PTO meeting is February 14th.

PTO

Leadership 
Conference

Leaders of Tomorrow!

Burnham  and  Booth  Free  Elementary  Student 
Leaders in grades four and five recently attended 
the  CAS  Leadership  Conference  on  January  8, 
2017.  The  students,  Helena  Nelson,  Deirdre 
Dwyer,  Eva  Lucchesi,  Liam  Denning,  Osborn 
Kearney,  Kailey  Osborne,  Samuel  Granata,  Isla 
Beckstrom, Wyatt Ongley, and Ethan Wild traveled 
to  Naugatuck  Community  College  with  Mrs. 
Collentine  to  spend  the  day  collaborating  with 
peers  from around  the  state,  in  some  exciting 
leadership  courses.  Upon  arrival  they  were 
encouraged  to  be  independent  and  “ready  to 
lead” at a moment’s notice. After they established 
their schedules, students excitedly headed off to 
participate  in  their  classes.  The  conference 
stressed the acquisition of four leadership skills: 
productive  thinking,  ethical  decision  making, 
creative  problem  solving,  and  communication. 
 Students were divided into groups and assigned 
to  breakout  sessions  that  covered  these  skills 
with  a  variety  of  unique  approaches.  From 
collaborative games and art, to solving problems, 
communication activities, role plays, and “straight 
talk,”  students  couldn’t  wait  to  share  their 
learning with their friends and advisors. The day 
concluded  with  a  poignant  presentation  which 
addressed  bullying  and  highlighted  the 
importance  of  being  an  upstanding  person. 
Students left the conference excited and inspired 
to lead with asser t ion , 
creat iv i ty , a n d 
kindness.

ASAP!’s Nurturing 
Young Artists Music Project was a 
wonderful experience for all of our 
students. Students participated in 
this project during the week of 
January 8th. Nurturing Young Artists 
Music Project brought together 
composer, Luke Nelson, with out K-5 
students and our music teacher. 
Students were supported in their 
creative endeavors as they explored 
and developed their artistic abilities. 
Mr. Nelson guided students as they 
learned how to compose and create 
music. This project culminated with 
a performance held at Shepaug on 
Friday, January 12, 2018. A video 
documenting the process and 
student performances was enjoyed 
by all.

ASAP!’s 
Nurturing Young Artists 

Music  
Project Play



All clip art unless otherwise notated is from:  https://openclipart.org/

https://openclipart.org/
https://openclipart.org/


School Closing 
Reminders

Now that we have begun to experience a 
taste of cold weather, it is a good time to 
review school closing procedures. When 
snow or ice creates unsafe driving 
conditions, school may need to be 
closed early, school opening may need 
to be delayed, or school may need to be 
closed for the day.

School closing information is available 
o n o u r w e b s i t e 

(www.region-12.org) or 
may be heard over one 

of several radio or television stations. 
The Region-12 Notification System will 
also be activated for delayed openings 
and closings, and also when the 
decision to dismiss school early is 
made, so please be sure we have your 
correct telephone numbers. 

The following stations broadcast our 
closing and delays:

WTIC AM 1080/WTIC 96.5 FM, WINE 940 
AM/WINE 95.1 FM, WLAD 800 AM/WLAD 
98.3 FM, WHCN 105.9 FM, WREF 850 AM, 
WKSS 95.7 FM, WZBG 97.3 FM, WVIT -TV 
30, WTNH - TV 8, and WFSB –TV 3. 

Delayed Opening Times 
for a 2 Hour Delay:

Please see our district website for 
additional scheduling information. For a 
delay, please be aware of the following:

• Students should wait at their bus stop 
2 hours later than the normal pick-up 
time.

• Students in K through 
grade 5 may arrive at 
school at 10:40 a.m.

• School will begin at 11:00 
a.m.

Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3) 

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the 
character of our students by encouraging a 
consistent set of ethical values that direct and 
guide behavioral choices.  These universal values, 
which transcend political, religious, cultural, and 
the Golden Rule encompasses economic 
differences,  “Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you.”  Therefore, good Character 
Traits are essential to the learning process.  We 
work throughout the year in developing the 
following: 

 Trustworthiness 

 Respect 

 Responsibility 

 Fairness 

 Caring 

 Citizenship 

Good conduct is synonymous with good 
citizenship.  Students are expected to exercise 
good citizenship at all times while in school, 
attending school-related activities and after 
school activities conducted at the school.  This 
includes showing respect for the rights of others 
and regard for personal and school property.  
Students should strive to contribute to the 
climate of the school by being courteous and well 
mannered.   

Booth Free School also utilizes The Second Step 
Program to promote social skills necessary to be a 
caring community. Additionally, grades three 
through five have access to a second program, 
Steps to Respect when needed. 

It is our hope that the power and influence of the 
school-family partnership will provide consistent 
messages to our students regarding the 
development of positive student behaviors and 
thus, improve student learning.



Students with regular attendance are more likely to read well 
by third grade and score higher on tests. They also tend to be 
more engaged in school and feel better about themselves.

Put your child on the path to success 
with these attendance strategies.

Make school a priority. Every absence 
(excused or not), can impact a child’s 
academic achievement. Talk to your 
child about how important their 
education is. Make daily routines for 
homework and waking up on time for 
school. 

Maintain communication with teachers 
and keep an eye on your child’s 
academic progress. If your child seems 
disconnected from school or is prone 
to skipping class, try signing him or her up for an after-school 
activity. A report by the University of Minnesota found that 
students in an after-school program attended 18 more days 
of school and missed nine fewer than their peers. 

Make a plan. If your schedule or transportation situation 
makes getting your child to school a challenge, ask for 
assistance. Make a carpool or transportation plan with other 
parents or family members, or ask your school principal for 
community programs or school initiatives that may help.

Report In. Know your school’s attendance policies. If an 
absence or early dismissal is unavoidable, contact your 
school. If your family’s religious observances fall on school 
days, let teachers know early in the year which days your 
child will miss.

Carefully weigh sick days. If your child is sick, talk with your 
health care provider to determine whether they should stay 
home from school. If the doctor or nurse recommends that 
your child stay home, fi nd out exactly how long and on what 
conditions he or she can return to class (for example, after 24 
hours of antibiotics).

Before keeping your children home, make sure they aren’t 
faking symptoms. Regularly feigning sickness may be a sign 
that your child is anxious about facing a challenge at school, 

such as bullying. 

Schedule wisely. Know your school’s 
calendar, and arrange doctor and 
dentist appointments after school, 
on weekends, or during holiday 
breaks, if possible. Resist the urge to 
schedule vacations when students 
will miss school. This gives students 
the impression that school is not a 
priority. 

Help students complete assignments. 
When your child has to miss school, 
make arrangements with teachers 

to pick up a packet of make-up work. Ensure that your child 
follows through, and be available to explain concepts or 
monitor their work. If your child’s absence will be lengthy (for 
surgery, for instance), alert teachers as soon as you know and 
pick up assignments as the days go on.

 

To stay on track in school, students need to be present every day. Missing 18 or more days of school in a year puts 
a child’s high school graduation at risk, according to BoostUp.org, a national dropout prevention campaign. Being 

absent for just two days every month of the school year can put a child behind academically.

RP 32:1

Make Every Day Count: 
Boost School Attendance

To stay on track in school, students need to be present every day. Missing 18 or more days of school in a year puts 

Boost School Attendance
Report

toPARENTS

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be 
reproduced by National Association of Elementary School Principals members without 
permission. It can be posted to school websites, blogs, or sent via email. Back issues are 
available to members at naesp.org.

Web Resources
Get Schooled has a number of attendance-related 
games and tools, including the Attendance Counts 
calculator and celebrity wake-up calls for students. 
https://getschooled.com/

The Children’s Hospital of Colorado’s How Sick is Too 
Sick? guide can help families decide which symptoms 
should keep students at home. 
http://bit.ly/1860RlA

Attendance Works off ers research, webinars, and 
handouts designed with elementary and middle-level 
parents in mind.
http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/


